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As .$ r:onsumer i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  c o r n p e t i t i o n ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  
l e y i t i m a t e  u s e  o f  cable TV c o n t e n t ,  I u r g e  you t o  r e f u s e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
waivers of 4 7  CFR 76.1204!a) (1) by NCTA, Charter, V e r i z o n ,  a n d  a l l  
3tlieT cable  p r o v i d e r s .  The FCC's i n t e g r a t i o n  b a n ,  whicn  i n  e f f ec t  
r e q ' , ~ i ~ e s  cable  compan ie s  tr) i n t e g r a t e  C a b l e C A R D s  into t h e i r  own 
set-top b o x e s ,  r e m a i r l s  good p o l i c y  t o d a y .  

?Job; t e n  year: ;  a f t e r  t h e  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A c t  o f  1995, cable  
conipanies  h a v e  d r a g g e d  t h e i r  f ee t  l o n g  enough o n  c o m p e t i t i v e  
i l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  p r o p r i e t a r y  s e t - t o p  b o x e s ,  t h u s  hamper ing  i n n o v a t i o n  
s n d  ha rming  c o n s u m e r s .  The i n t e g r a t i o n  ban w i l l  also h e l p  m a r k e t  
i o n p e t i t i o n  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  cable  s u b s c r i b e r s '  a b i l i t y  
Eo r n a k e  l e g i t i m a t e  u s e  of i -ecorded  c o n t e n t .  

iy ; Idopt ing  c o n t e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  l i m i t s  ( e n c o d i n g  r u l e s )  i n  d o c k e t  no .  
17-80, t h e  Commission r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of a l l o w i n g  consumers  
-0 make c e r t a i n  u s e s  of TV c o n t e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  cable  
j : , r cv ide r ' s  or , c o p y r i g h t  h o l d e r ' s  w i s h e s .  With c o m p e t i t i o n  s p u r r e d  on 
b y  L h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  ban, c o r s u m e r s  would h a v e  t h e  freedom t o  c h o o s e  t h e  
l e a s t  r e s t r i c t i . v e  c a b l e - c o m p a t i b l e  d e v i c e  a v a i l a b l e .  The C a b l e C A R D  
. s t a n d a r d  a l r e a d y  p r e s c r i b e s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  harm consumers  by 
l i n i t i n g  n o n - i n f r i n y i n g  u s e s ,  and s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i l l  g e t  e v e n  
w o r s e  i f  c a b l e  p r o v i d e r s '  s e t - t o p  b o x e s  a r e  unchecked  by c o m p e t i t i o n .  

? l e a s e  r e f i i s e  r e q u e s t s  for -  w a i v e i s  o f  4 7  CFR 7 6 . 1 2 0 4 ( a )  (1). 
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